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An ANSWER, &c. 


FELLOW-CITIZENS, 


E ſhould not have troubled the publick, or taken 
any farther notice of the Appeal of thoſe who 
call themſelves Chriſtian Independents in Gloceſter, 
than to have read it with an eye of candour, had they nor 
groſsly miſrepreſented the truth, and in ſeveral inſtances 
aſſerted things really falſe, with a deſign (we fear) of im- 
poſing upon the publick, and —— their minds 
againſt the truth. We ſhall therefore, 
iſt, Give a fair and impartial relation of facts, as they 
took place, and gave riſe to that Aſſociation who no ſtile 
themſelves Chriſtian Independents. 
2dly, We ſhall make a few remarks upon their Appeal. 
3dly, Cloſe with a ſhort addreſs to the publick. _ 


THE RELATION OF FACTS. 


SOMETIME in the year 1774, the Rev. Mr. Samuel 
Chandler, the then paſtor of the firſt church and pariſh 
in Gloceſter, fell into a decline, and was not able to carry 
on the work of the miniſtry. The committee for ſupplying 
the pulpit was informed that there was one Mr. Murray, 
in Boſton, who came from the ſouthward, and that he was 
a wonderful preacher, and urged them to ſend for him ; 
but the committee thought it not prudent to fend for a 
ſtranger, without ſomething more to recommend him, than 
what they learnt from their informers. However, he ſoon 
came ; we ſuppoſe, by the invitation of his private friends ; 
and being introduced by them to Mr. Chandler, he went 
into a free, candid and friendly converſation with him, 
upon the ſubject of his education, and the manner of his 
being introduced into the work of the miniſtry ; and he 
freely told him, though he had not been favoured with a 
liberal education, yet this was more than made up, by an 


extraordinary call from Heaven; and went on to convince 
Mr. Chandler of the juſtneſs of his claim to this extraordi- 
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nary call. However, Mr. Chandler was by no means ſa- 
tisfied ; yet, as there was a ſacramental lecture already ap- 
pointed—the people in general very deſirous of hearing this 
ſtranger—and Mr. Chandler not being able to preach him- 
ſelf—conſented that he ſhoulf preach in his pulpit. Soon 
after he named his text, he told us, that as he was a ſtranger 
he was at a loſs what to entertain us with ; but, deſirous of 
being directed, both his text and ſubject were revealed to 
him as he came along: ſo he gave us a ſacramental diſ- 
courſe (as he called it) warm — the fountain of inſpira- 
tion; and, in his way, recommended to us frequent com- 
munion at the Lord's table. In his whole preachment he 
was very incoherent, and threw out ſome dark and myſtical 
things, which had a very different effect upon the hearers : 
—ſome admired him, and ſwallowed all he ſaid, with great 
avidity z others doubted, and returned and ſearched the 
Scriptures, “ to ſee if the things which had been ſpoken 
were ſo”; others were filled with indignation, and ſaid they 
had been impoſed upon ; but the majority were for hearing 
him farther. At length he opened his whole ſentiments, 
and roundly exploded the doctrine of future rewards and 
puniſhments—aſſerting the doctrine of univerſal ſalvation, 
without exception or Gſtinction of characters —openly ridi- 
culing the diſtinguiſhing doctrines of the goſpel, as gene- 
rally preached by the regular miniſters of this land, whom 
he ſpoke of in the moſt contemptuous manner, as being a 
group of poor ignorant creatures, who knew nothing of the 
goſpel of Chriſt and ſaid, © they were, like the horſe in 
the mill, confined to a narrow circle, from whence they 
could not depart.” This, with many other things he ſaid 
in publick, in the run of his diſcourſe, ſatisfied the doubt- 
ful, and for a while ſtumbled even his admirers; and the 
meeting-houſe doors were ſhut againſt him. Soon after 
this, Mr. Chandler, viewing himſelf approaching faſt to the 
cloſe of life, ſent for him, and entered fully with him on 
the ſubject of univerſal ſalvation ; when he aſſerted it in the 

ongeſt terms; and being aſked, whether there was no 
exception, he ſaid, no. Upon Judas, the traitor, being 


mentioned, he ſaid, © he doubted not but he was now on 


a throne of glory, and that he ſhone as bright as any of the 
apoſtles.” And when the tares among the wheat in the 


field were mentioned, (repreſented by our Saviour in a para- 
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ble as being gathered together in bundles to be burned, 
implying ſuture puniſhment) he ſaid, thoſe tares were the 
fins and evil diſpoſitions of the human heart, which were 
puniſhed in their principal, the Devil, ſeparate from the ſub- 
ject who committed them: and many other ſuch like ſtrange 
and incoherent things were advanced by him 1n this con- 
ference. Mr. Chandler ſaid but little, for he had but little 
ſtrength ; yet gave him, in moſt affecting and melting 
ſtrains, his dying admonition—endeavouring to diſſuade 
him from thoſe ſtrange and abſurd tenets—bur, if he ſhould 
continue to advance them, not to do it here, to corrupt and 
miſlead the dear people of his charge. After this, Mr. 
Chandler, for the laſt time, got, with much difficulty, into 
his own deſk, where he took an affecting leave of his peo- 
ple, ſolemnly warning them not to hear this falſe and dan- 
gerous man, in the following words. 


« My BrxETHREN and FRIENDS, 


«I HAVE much forrow of heart, conſidering the ſtate 
cc of affairs among us. I am far advanced in lite, and labour 
under threatening maladies, and know not how ſoon I 
© may. be taken from you and from this world. As one 
e drawing near the eternal world tate beed what you hear, 
© The ſeeds of hereſy are ſowing and ſprouting up among 
© us, and fouls are in danger of being ſeduced into errours. 
There is one, who calls himſelf John Murray, who has 
declared the following things to be his ſettled opinion 
That the whole human race, every one of Adam's poſ- 
© terity, have an intereſt in Chriſt, and are God's beloved 
ones That the whole human race, every individual of 
* mankind, ſhall finally be faved—That Judas ſhall fir 
c upon a throne in the kingdom of Heaven That at death 
the good go into a ſtate of happineſs, and the bad into an 
* intermediate ſtate, to abide there for a certain ſeaſon, but 
e ſhall finally be ſaved; which, however dreſſed up in ſoft 
terms and {mooth expreſſions, is the very popiſh purgatory. 

«© The ſubſtance of theſe things and many other errours 
* ke hath openly avowed, and declared to be his ſentiments, 
dat my houſe, in the hearing of many witneſſes. Thete 
are unſcriptural tenets; and, notwithſtanding all his per- 
verting the holy Scriptures, and wreſting and torturing 
che word of God, he was not able to produce one plauſi- 
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© ble proof, nor one rational argument, for the ſupport of 
ce theſe pernicious principles. They naturally lead to many 
© other groſs errours and popiſh abſurdities, and they are 
cc extremely dangerous to the ſouls of men; they encourage 
© the wicked in their wickedneſs; for, upon theſe princi- 
ce ples, a man may live and die in fin, nd go to Hea- 
ven, at laſt ; he may get drunk, commit fornication and 
« adultery; he may cheat, and ſteal, and lie, and indulge 
call manner of carnal gratifications, and be ſaved, not- 
ce withſtanding. But you may ſay, you do not diſcover any 
© of theſe errours in his preaching. Why, others, who 
© have been accounted ſerious, diſcerning, judicious men, 
and whoſe judgment would heretofore have had ſome 
weight in your minds, have diſcovered them in his pub- 
« lick diſcourſes. But however he ſeems artfully to hide 
© them, your minds are not prepared to receive them; your 
cc affections muſt firſt be broken off from your miniſters, 
e and your minds filled with prejudices againſt them, by 
their being reviled and vilified, and your affections ſet 
<« upon himſelf, and you brought to receive the words of 
ce his mouth with an implicit faith; then doubtleſs theſe . 
c dangerous doctrines, and many others, will be inculcated. 
« My brethren and friends, I muſt caution you to take 
c heed and beware of falſe teachers. Beware, leſt ye be 
« led away by errours, and fall from your ſteadfaſtneſs. 
cc Beware of falſe prophets, concerning whom our bleſſed 
Saviour hath warned us, that if it were poſſible they ſhall 
« deceive the very elect. SAMUEL CHANDLER.” 


Glecefter, February 3d, 1775. 


And after this Mr. Murray continued his preachments 
in a private houſe, and uſed every method to touch the 
paſſions, and ſooth the vices of mankind, to gain proſelytes 
to his party, till Mr. Chandler died, which was on the 16th 
of March, 1775. The town, from a tender concern for 
the morals of the people, and that they might, if poſlible, 
preſerve peace and good order in the place, took the matter 
up, and ſent for this ſtranger, and inquired of him, who he 
was? what were his credentials ? and for what purpoſe he 
tarried in this place? The town thought they were illy 
treated by him, and reſolved pretty unanimouſly that he 


was a dangerous man, and ſhould be deſired to leave the 
town 
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town in a given time; but he poſitively told thoſe who de- 
livered the meſſage to him from the town, that he would 
not; and, to prevent his being carried out by an officer, 
one of his friends made him a freeholder. And as we were 
then involved in a war with our mother ſtate, and men's 
paſſions were agitated and fiery, we thought it not beſt to 
earry matters to extremity : and ſo he continued ; and the 
ſeparation remained much the ſame, till we gave Mr. 
Forbes an invitation to ſettle with us in the work of the 
miniſtry, when the ſeparation made a formal oppoſition, as 
appears by their letter to him, which is as follows. 


« Reverend Sin,  *EGloceſter, April 4th, 1776. 


« You will have laid before you the votes of the pariſh, 

« relative to your ſettlement; and as it may be of great 
importance to you as well as us, we think it our duty to 
c addreſs you on the ſubject. For many years paſt, 
our trade, and particularly the fiſhery, by which our chief 
« dependence is, has greatly declined—that, except a very 
« few perſons, we have been carrying on both trade and 
« fiſhery to a very great loſs—that many of us have ſunk 
te thouſands—that we have large debts out- ſtanding, which 
cc will be entirely loſt ; our fiſhery at preſent is at an end, 
and merchandize very dangerous and precarious ; ſeveral 
« of our veſſels taken, others miſſing ; our tradeſmen and 
&« labourers dependent moſtly on the trade for their ſubſiſt- 
* ence. Should the publick diſpute continue much longer, 
* our fiſhery muſt be entirely ruined, and then of courſe all 
« other buſineſs muſt fail here of any conſequence, as we 
care ſuch a diſtance from the country, that it will be in 
ce yain to expect any thing therefrom in our trade. We are 
« greatly in arrears in our taxes of every kind for two years 
« paſt—new and heavy ones increaſing daily—moſt of our 
<« people gone—not the leaſt expectation but we ſhall be 
<< put to the flight again—two or three of our printipal 
ce traders left the pariſh, and more intend it. Some of us 
* remember the Spaniſh and French wars at different pe- 
e riods, with other fore calamities ; but never did our eyes 
e behold ſuch a gloomy aſpect as our affairs wear at this 
« ſeaſon. In ſhort, time would fail us to enumerate the many 
<« difficulties that attend us. We are deſirous that that 
harmony that has ſubſiſted theſe many years in this pariſh 
cc may 


„„ 
e may continue. If you ſhould think proper to give your 
* voice in the affirmative, it muſt entirely be at an end, 


as we ſhall be obliged to take ſuch ſteps as would by no 


means be agreeable to you or our brethren ; therefore we 
* thought it our duty to apprize you of this, and hope 
* your wiſdom will direct you to that which will be to your 
« honour, We are your moſt humble ſervants.” : 

This letter was ſigned by ten of thoſe that now form the 
Aſſociation. And as it did not appear by this letter that 
the oppoſition was againſt him, (Mr, Forbes) or that they 
had any objection to his doctrines or character, but againſt 


a re-ſettlement in general, therefore we thought, and the in- 


ſtalling council thought, it would be no bar to his ſettle- 
ment; accordingly, being choſen by a large majority both 
in the church and pariſh, and a council being convened by 
letters miſſive for that purpoſe, he was inſtalled, on the fifth 
of June, 1776, without any oppoſition, and in as much 
ace and harmony as could be expected. After this, Mr. 
orbes had ſeveral conferences with Mr, Murray, and 
wiſhed to know his true character; but he could not learn 
it from him or his adherents; and being informed that Dr. 
Stiles, of Newport, then reſiding at Portſmouth, and now 
Prefident of New-Haven college, had the beſt intelligence, 
he wrote him on the ſubject, and had in anſwer the fol- 
lowing. | 


« Rev. Sir, 


« Mr. Murray, of whom you aſk ſome account, is one 
cc of thoſe oſtentatious, obſtinate, but ſubtle, deluſory char- 
cc acters, with which it is beſt to have little to do. I do 
ce not know that his moral character is directly reprehenſi- 
« ble; but I believe him to be one of the moſt unprinci- 
« pled of all men. The moſt of the little I know of him I 
tc received from his own mouth, and from that little I judge 
ce him a conſummate hypocrite : at beſt, he is a man of du- 
« plicity and dubiouſneſs of conduct. He is a man of no 
« education, though he ſpent a few months with, I think, 
&« a Romaniſt, who had ſet up a little academy in Ireland, 
« when he quarrelled, or ſeemed to quarrel, with his maſ- 
« ter, and left him abruptly. He was connected with the 
« Weſtleans till he was 18; then he quarrelled with and 


left them. He fo far went over to the Baptiſts, that he 
was 


« Portſmouth, Dec. 24, 1777. 


WE 


© was rebaptized by immerſion, in Ireland, among the 
Fc * From the time he left the Weſtleans, till juſt 
« before he came to America, he connected himſelf with no 
« religious ſociety, but followed the trade of a ſilk weaver, 
ce in London, about 12 years. This buſineſs failing, he 
te meditated coming to America, though with no thoughts 
e of preaching. Though unuſed to attend the Tabernacle, 
te yet he applied to Mr. Whitefield, juſt before his laſt 
„ voyage to America, and with his leave he partook of the 
te Sacrament once at the Tabernacle. This was religious 
« hypocriſy ; for, whatever he was, he was neither a White- 
« fieldean, nor a Weſtlean, nor a Baptiſt, 
« He told me, he did not communicate to Mr. White- 
« field his intentions of coming to America : but the plan 
&« he had projected, he ſaid, was this—to come here as a 
« follower of Mr. Whitefield, and here to make himſelf 
« known to him, by reminding him of his communicating 
« at the Tabernacle, and then requeſt of Mr. Whitefield to 
te put him into ſome ſecular employment at the Orphan 
te Hlouſe in Georgia; for, he ſaid, he never had preached 
ein England, and had no thoughts of it here, except that 
* he had ſometimes ſpoken or exhorted in ſome of the ſmall 
« Weſtlean ſocieties, before he was 18 years old. Upon 
coming here, his plan was broken up, as Mr. Whitefield 
« died a few weeks before or after his arrival, I have been 
te informed of ſome of his ludicrous and jocund converſa- 
ce tion, while on the paſſage, reſpecting what bulineſs he 
te ſhould follow, here, intimating his readineſs to go upon 
« the ſtage,, or, &c. &c. indicating an undetermined and 
tc an unprincipled adventurer, ready, indifferently, to turn 
« himſelf to any courſe. Being ſhipwrecked on the Jerſey 
« ſhore, he was received with hoſpitality by an opulent 
“ Preſbyterian, who had built a meeting-houle there for 
te travelling miniſters, eſpecially thoſe ſent by the Synods. 
« Mr, Murray here offered himſelf firſt to preach. From 
« that time to this he has been preaching in different parts, 
e as you know. | | 
« There was a ſociety ſetup in London, about 1765, 
* which held the principles that Mr. Murray does. I ſup- 
te poſe that when Mr, Murray determined to profane the 
“e ſacred deſk, he recollected and took this ſociety for his 
model; reſolying to ſtrike, like Sandeman, at all miniſ- 
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* ters and churches, and thus render himſelf noticed ; and 
© then chooſe out a palatable religion for corrupt nature, 
sand ſo go forth preaching, as he has done, with an unpo- 
* lite and unparalleled effrontery. He adopts the princi- 
« pies of univerſal ſalvation, but is no ways verſed in the 
c writings and arguments upon it, except a pamphlet writer or 
* two, of very {mall and ſlender talents. His ſcheme 1s ſhort : 
All are loſt, without poſſibility of ſelf-recovery ; and all 


e are ſaved by Chriſt's righteouſneſs and divine love. All 


« texts of Scripture, ſpeaking of love and mercy, he takes 
© literally ; thoſe that ſpeak of puniſhment, both the para- 
* bles and expreſs declarations of Chriſt, he allegorizes, till 
« he loſes his hearers in clouds and deluſions of univerſal 
* happineſs. But he is unſtudied and undigeſted in his 
* own {ſcheme At firſt he laughed at a literal hell, and 
denied all future miſery—Afterwards he allowed ſome 
ce future puniſhment, but denies the eternity of it, and goes 
into the popiſh doctrine of purgatory. In ſhort, he is to 
« this day unſettled in his ſcheme—a ſcheme infinitely dan- 
&« gerous to morality, When he viſited me, I aſked his 
ce opinion reſpecting his ſuppoſed tenet of univerſal ſalva- 
« tion. But he politively denied it to me, and aſſerted both 
ce the reality and perpetuity of the future miſery and damn- 
« ation of thoſe of the human race, who ſhould be found 
* on the left hand of Jeſus; and, he ſaid, a number of man- 
« kind would be found on the left hand of Jeſus, at the 
c oreat day. I believed him, for once—though I never 
c aſked him to preach in wy pulpit, where he had preached 
« repeatedly, in my abſence. But he went no further than 
« Narraganſet, and preached directly contrary ; and at Eaſt- 
« Greenwich, in converſation, he denied a heli—not only a 
„local hell, but that there was any ſtate of miſery 5 
« death. And it is ſaid that once after ſupper he talked 
« ludicrouſiy of the Lord's ſupper, as being only like 


drinking a health unto the memory of an abſent friend; 


« and profanely ſaid, Here is bread, and here is wine—what 
« forbids but we ſhould have it now? One of the company 
« replied, Several things forbid it: in order to a due par- 
« taking, or adininiſtering of that holy ordinance, there were 
« two things neceſſary, viz. -proper ſubjects, and a proper 
« perſon to adminiſter it; neither of which, ſays he, do I 
cc . to be here. Murray repjzed, They were 28 

a | «c jects, 
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te jects, and he, or any other perſon, had power, &c.—and . 
« ſoit ended. Mr. Murray denies all this, with certain 
« artful duplicity or coverings : but I had it from the mouth 
« of one of the gentlemen preſent, and do not doubt the 
« fact. Indeed, it is ſaid by others, that now he talks 
« lightly about outward ordinances. When he was at 
% Newport, he went to the Quakers' meeting there, when 
ce he roſe and ſpoke, and perſonated the Quaker preacher, 
ce to the univerſal diſguſt of the Friends and all others, even 
his beſt admirers, fundry of whom I heard pronounce it 
« hypocriſy. Some men of his ſentiments may be reaſoned 
« with; ſome cannot: he is one of thoſe with whom it is 
* yain to reaſon. I rather conſider him as a Romaniſt 
« in diſguiſe, endeavouring to excite confuſion in our 
« churches. But I can eaſily ſee he is the meteor of the 
© night only; like S—d—n or G—r—n, he and his diſci- 
&« ples will ſoon vaniſh; though we muſt expect others to 
« riſe up, till the ſecond coming of Chriſt, Let us not 
« be diſtreſſed Let us teſtify the truth with firmneſs, and 
leave the church to the care of Jeſus. 
« am, fir, your brother, | 
«<ELZRA STIEES 

« P. S. In his politicks he has been at firſt an Anti- 
« American, then for us, and now againſt us, and for 
« reconciliation, &c.“ | 


This letter Mr. Forbes communicated to Mr. Murray, 
and, by the Doctor's leave, gave him an atteſted copy, at 
which he appeared much offended, and ſaid that he would 
prove to the world that it was a falie and injurious aſperſion, 
and made for a while a buſtle, and did nothing; ſo his 
character with us remains juſt in that point of light in which 
the Doctor gaveit. 


In the Preface (dated Boſton, Aug. 1782) to the Pam- 
phlet entitled, “Salvation for all Men,” is the following 
paragraph: 

a The doctrine of Univer/al Salvation has, in this and 
« ſome other towns, been held forth by a ſtranger, who has, 
* of himſelf, aſſumed the character of a preacher, in direct 
e contradiction not only to all the before mentioned writers, 
* but to the wwbole tenour of e New-Tefinment buoks, front 
* their beginning to their end. According to this preacher, 
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« a man may go to Heaven, notwithſtanding all the ſins he 
& has been guilty of in the courſe of his life. Such a doctrine - 
e looks very like an encouragemert to libertiniſin, and falls 
ce in with the ſcheme of too many in this degenerate age, 
cc who, under pretence of promoting religion, undermine it at 
« the very root, It is certainly fitted to this end, and has 
© already had this effect upon many, eſpecially of our 
« younger people, who, by means of it, have loſt all ſenſe 
te of religion, and given themſclves up to the moſt criminal 
cc exceſſes! If this kind of preaching is encouraged, it may 
ce prove as hurtful to civil ſociety as to religion.” 


As there were a number in this ſeparation, who were 
members of our church in full ſtanding, who had forſaken 
our worſhip and communion to follow this ſtranger, without 
giving any reaſons for their ſo doing, we thought it our 
duty to inquire into the reaſons of their condut—therefore 
appointed a church meeting for that purpoſe ; but they did 
not attend, We then adjourned the meeting, and wrote to 
them ſeverally, defiring them to give us their reaſons, if 
any they had, why they abſented themſelves from the wor- 
ſhip of God, and our communion ; but they refuſed to meet 
with, or to give us any reaſons for their conduct. We 
wrote them again, as a church, in the moſt pacifick man- 
her, praying them, if they had any matters of grievance, 
they would make them known ; or if they were of ſuch a 
nature as that they were not willing that we ſhould judge of 
them, that they would propoſe ſore method in which the 
grievance might be removed, or an accommodation take 
place; or we were ready to ſubmit the matter to the judg- 
ment of a council of church members, mutually — for 
that purpoſe; and we would ſubmit our whole conduct to 
the inſpection and determination of the ſame :—ſo we did 
every thing in our power to ſatisfy or recover our deſerting 
and 4 members, as will abundantly appear by the 
church records. 

But this, and every other method we could adopt, they 
treated with ſilent contempt. Yet we have ever treated 
them in the moit lenient manner. But the outcry is, they are 
oppreſied, becauſe they are taxed in common for the payment 
of pariſh charges. But we think, that as they have never been 
incorporated by any order or authority known in this com- 
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monwealth, nor at any time laid before us as a pariſh any 
reaſons why they ſhould be exempted, we cannot levy a 
lawful tax without including them. And we have born 
with them from year to year; and when any of our collect- 
ors have called upon them for their proportion of taxes, 
they have treated them ill, and ſometimes have threatened 
their lives; and we forebore ſtill. At length they agreed 
that we ſhould diſtrain on ſome of their party, and then they 
would try it out in the law: and as we {aw no other way to 
have the matter iſſued, we agreed to the meaſure, however 
diſagreeable it was for us to enter into the law; and we 
diſtrained on the goods of four of their number, named by 
them, and fold them at publick auction, and paid their tax, 
and tendered them the overplus; but they would not re- 
ceive it, but cried out of oppreſſion and injury, though it 
was a propoſal of their own, to which we agreed only to 
bring the matter to an iſſue. They then endeavoured to 
recover their goods by a writ of Replevin, but failed; then 
they ſued the aſſeſſors, and haraſſed us in the law for ſeveral 
years, without ſuffering their caſe to come to a trial; then 
they wichdrew their caſe, as not being tenable. And now 
their teacher, without a character, credentials or ordination, 
has aſſumed the character of a publick teacher of piety, re- 
ligion and morality, ſtiles himſelf c/erk, and ſued the pariſh 
for that money which had been taken from his friends by 
diſtraint ; and after many unneceſſary delays it came to a 
hearing before the Supreme Judicial Court, at their, laſt 
ſeſſion, in Ipſwich, when a Jury, in oppoſition to the whole 
court, and to the ſurprize of all parties, brought in a verdict 
E in their favour; notwithſtanding which, Mr. Murray 
as reviewed, and ſerved us wich his writ, though we had 
reviewed at the time of trial. Thus, while he affects to 
keep up an air of importance, he is determined to give us 
all the trouble he poſſibly can. 
This is a conciſe and impartial relation of facts as they 
took place, and gave riſe to that Aſſociation who now ſtile 
themlclves Chriſtian Independents, 


We paſs, $£cConDLY, to make a few Remarks upon 
their Appeal. 

iſt, WE cannot but remark upon the unheard-of name 

which they have aſfumed—Chri/tian Independents A ſole- 
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ciſm in nature ! and when aſſumed by a ſociety in confede- 
rate ſtates, it implies treaſon ! In a civil or political view, it 
is at beſt imperium in imperio, which involves in it a con- 
tradition : and if we conſider it in a religious or eccleſiaſt- 
ical view, it is abſurd : an independent church muſt either 
be the whole church of Chriſt, or it muſt be a particular 
part detached from the body catholick ; but an independ- 
ent part, or member of the body univerſal, is a contradic- 
tion; for one member © cannot ſay to the other, I have no 
need of thee.” The Chriſtian church is every where con- 
ſidered as conſiſting of confederating members, uniting in 
Chriſt the head, and holding communion with each other 
in the doctrines and inſtitutions of Chriſt. But this Aſſo- 
ciation holds no communion with any church on earth, in 
the doctrines and ordinances of Chriſt. They deny the 
morality of the Chriſtian Sabbath, explode and ridicule the 
inſtitutions of baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper. What claim 
can they have then to the Chriſtian name, while they deny 
and diſuſe the diſtinguiſhing ordinances of Chriſtianity ? 


Having remarked this upon the title page, we paſs to 
take ſome notice of their Appeal. 

And they introduce themſelves with ſaying, © We ſhould 
be far from giving our countrymen the trouble of attending 
to an appeal, had we not been drawn before a civil tribunal, 
in defence of what we ſuppoſe to be our juſt, invaluable 
and conſtitutional rights.” To which we would only re- 
ply, It was not we, but they, who commenced and recom- 
menced the lawſuit, and are now firſt in ſerving us with 
their writ of review; ſo that it was not we who drew them, 
but they us, before a civil tribunal, in defence of what we 
call our juſt and conſtitutional rights. In their fourth page 
they ſeem to think they have ſome ſpecial claim to the fa- 
vour of their country, from their not © ſhewing any back- 
wardneſs in the late war.” We are ſorry that we are obliged 
to ſay, this is a miſrepreſentation of real facts; for though 
ſome of them have ſhown a becoming zeal for the rights 
and ſafety of their country, yet it is a well known fact, that 
all who were unfriendly to the American cauſe here, were 
in this ſeparation. It 1s alſo a known fact, that their teacher 
was admired moſt by thoſe that were moſt unfriendly to the 
American cauſe, not only in this town, but through this 

| commonwealth ; 
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commonwealth; and ſeveral who are of this Aſſociation 
would do nothing in defence of the cauſe, but by conſtraint. 
Little reaſon then have they to boaſt on this head, or claim 
the favour of their country as her favourite ſons; eſpecially 
ſince they have a man for their leader, who is himſelf a for- 
eigner, and has ever been the idol of Tories, and often been 
cloſeted by the rankeſt of that tribe, in other places as well 
as in this. 

They ſay, alſo, in the ſame page, When Mr. Murray, 
our preſent teacher in religious matters, had been invited 
to preach in the meeting-houſe, we heard him with in- 
creaſing pleaſure and a growing fatisfa&tion.” This alſo 
is a miſrepreſentation. Many of thoſe who now form the 
Aſſociation were then his greateſt oppoſers ; and thoſe who 
were his firſt admirers, and who were chiefly concerned in 
introducing him into the pulpit, ſoon diſcovered his jeſuit- 
ical deſigns, and were the foremoſt in endeavouring his re- 
moval hence. In the ſame page, alſo, they ſay, On the 
ſettlement of Mr. Forbes, being obliged to withhold our 
aſſent to the doctrines he taught, dihgreed to his ſettle- 
ment.“ This is, we think, a falſehood; which ſufficiently 
appears ſrom their own letter ſent to Mr. Forbes, and com- 
municated by him to the pariſh.* This letter was ſent as 
containing their objections; but there is not a word in it 
which intimated that they could not aſſent to his doctrines. 
The only oſtenſible ground of their objection then was, the 
then preſent war, and the circumſtances of the pariſh. Nay, 
upon being aſked, they ſaid, “they had no objection to 
Mr. Forbes—thcy were willing to be their proportion. in 
hiring him for a ſupply; and it we muſt ſettle, they were 
as willing he ſhould be the man as any body.” For them 
now to ſay, that they could not aſſent to his doctrines, and 
therefore diſagreed to his ſettlement, bears too great a re- 
ſemblance to a falſehood. We wiſhed then, and do now 
wiſh, to put the beſt conſtruction upon this myſtical part of 
conduct; and we appeal to the publick to ſay whether this 
does not look as if they had formed a deſign to make a 
breach in this (till then peaceful) ſociety, and made uſe of 
this ſtranger as a fit tool to carry into execution their ma- 
lignant deſign. f . 

We leave now our diſſenting brethren to contend with 
Conſtantius, 
Page 7j. See the cloſing ſentence of their letter to Mr. Forbes, p. 8. 


C1. 36-1 


Conftantius, Theodofius, and to define in the ſchool of Plato 
the Homoiouſion as they pleaſe ; or to diſpute with their 
old friend the Britiſh monarch for the title defender of the 
faith, &c. and to make their own ſtrictures upon the con- 
duct of the firſt ſettlers of this commonwealth. Yet we 
cannot but obſerve, in their 13th page, how unfairly they 
ſpeak of their diſtinguiſhing character.” They ſay, © We 
diſtinguiſh ourſelves from the church under the inſtruction 
of Mr. Forbes, in our not uſing baptiſm as an external rite, 
and alſo in our mode of diſcipline, being Independents.” 
Whereas the truth is, they are totally diſtinguiſhed from us, 
and from all the churches in this commonwealth, by their 
being no church at all, not being incorporated by any or- 
der or authority known in this commonwealth ; but a mere 
Jumble of detached members, ſome of which, in the moſt 
irregular manner, ſeparated themſelves, without cauſe, 
from the firſt church in Gloceſter, and who have obſtinately 
continued in their ſeparation, againſt all reaſoning, remon- 
ſtrating and perſuaſion—deat to all the moſt pacifick pro- 
poſals made on the part of the church from whom they ſe- 
parated ; and their Aſſociation 1s made up yu from other 
pariſhes, and partly of foreigners, and ſome of the moſt 
abandoned characters; in ſhort, any body and any thing, 
whom they could by perſuaſion or pecuniary conſideration 
hire into their ſervice. We are ſorry to ſay this, but are 
conſtrained to do it in our own defence, and in honour to 
the church; for we think it the higheſt diſhonour to the 
church of Chriſt for ſuch a heterogeneous body to call 
themſelves a church, diſtinguiſhed only from the other 
churches in this land by the external rite of baptiſm, and 
the mode of diſcipline. This would naturally lead the im- 
partial publick to conclude that they were a ſet of ſober 
Chriſtians, of tender conſciences, diſtinguiſhed from their 
brethren only in a few non-eſſential modes that were merely 
external: whereas they have not one ſingle feature of a 
church of Chriſt, or any mode of diſcipline, that we can 
diſcern, among them. They reſemble Nebuchadnegzar's 
image as much as any thing we can think of, which was 
made of gold, filver, braſs, iron and clay, and was broken 
to pieces by a ſtone caſt out of the mountain without hands, 
and all become like the chaff of the ſummer threſhing floor : 
for ſome of their members ſuſtain fair moral characters, yet 
. not 
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not without a ftrong tinge of enthuſiaſm. But they aſk 
* why the Quakers Hould meet with the ſmiles of govern- 
ment, and they not have the favours of the ſtate?” We 
anſwer, they are a ſect made up of peaceable, honeſt peo- 
ple, who ſpeak the truth, and ſhould, therefore, and will, 
meet the ſmiles of government; while thoſe of a contrary 
character may expect their frowns. But they fay, 14th 
page, © Notwithſtanding this, we have been, and are ſtill, 
taxed to the fupport of Mr. Forbes, and our popay is 
taken and expoſed at auction, to raiſe money for the ſupport 
of a form of worſhip in which we can never join.” There 
they have in part told the truth; but they hold the truth 
in unrighteouſnefs, for they ſeem not to love the truth in 
her naked fimplicity. The ſimple truth is this: They have 
been and ſtill are taxed in common with the other mem- 
bers of our pariſh to raiſe money to defray pariſh charges, 
(ſome part of which is appropriated to the ſupport of pub- 
lick worſhip) all which they have conſtantly retuſed to pay: 
and . they pretend to ground that refuſal upon the 
Conſtitution, yet | Kin equally refuſe to pay that which was 
levied before the Conſtitution took place, and have re- 
peatedly ſued us for taxes levied upon them to pay the ne- 
ceſſary and contingent charges of the pariſh, as well as for 
that which is appropriated to the ſupport of publick wor- 
ſhip—* a form, in which (they fay) they can never join.“ 
Why? When any have reſided for a while in neighbouring 
towns, they have attended and joined with the people where 
they reſided: and fome of thoſe who were firſt in the ſepa- 
ration, and now form the Aſſociation, being members of 
our church, have partook of the ſacrament of the Lord's 
ſupper in other churches; joining with them not only in 
publick worſhip, but in the holy communion ; though they 
had the fame form of worſhip as ours, and in full com- 
munion with our church: ſo that their cannot muſt be their 
will not; and becauſe they will not, conſcience is not con- 
cerned here. | 5 
In page 16th, they ſeem to be concerned for their min- 
iſter, felt they ſhould not be able to prove that he is a 
preacher of piety, religion and morality : they had rather 
the queſtion ſhould be waved ; but if decided at all, they 
think it ought to be from his urging his hearers to the 
practice of morality, We beg leave to aſk—Can a _ 
7 C who 
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who publickly diſcards the doctrine of God's moral govern- 


ment—of future rewards and puniſhments—urge, with a 
good face, or with any hope of ſucceſs, the practice of mo- 
rality ? Can he, conſiſtently, preach up morality, when he 
at the fame time ſaps its very foundation, and cuts the 
nerves of Chriſtian piety, by blending all characters to- 
gether, and by making all equally holy, becauſe equally 
united to Chriſt in his incarnation ? But here our brethren 
tremble for their miniſter, and would fain ſhelter him under 
the cloaks of the learned Doctors Chauncy and Prieſtley, 
who, they ſay, believe that there is a temporary hell for the 
ungodly—and why may not their unlearned teacher believe 
there 15 no hell prepared for any body but the poor devils, 
and yet be in law a good preacher of piety, religion and 
morzlity ? But thoſe learned men will ſhake him from their 
ikirts as a corrupting leproſy, if we may believe Doctor 
Chauncy's own words, in his preface to his book of extracts. 

We do not know how our brethren come to blunder 
upon that groſs miſtake, © that God, in his civil conſti- 
<* tution he was pleaſed to form for the Jews, never in any 
cone inſtance gave intimation that the Jews ſhould be 
* puniſhed in another world for their crimes committed in 
ce this”: we charitably believe that it was owing to their 
being implicitly led by one who is totally ignorant of the 
original languages, the nature and deſigns of the Sinai co- 
venant. Without quoting thoſe paſſages from Moſes and 
the prophets, which would evince the contrary, (for we are 
10 textuaries) we refer them to the apoſtle to the Hebrews, 
who conſidered the reſt of the earthly Canaan as typical of 
the reſt of the heavenly ; and as unbelief and diſobedience 
excluded the Jews from the earthly, ſo they would from the 
heavenly. But we are not ſo much ſurprized at this, as we 
are at the indignity which they obliquely caſt upon Chriſt 
hümſell, when, in page 18th, they ſay, © It was not till the 
« Chriſtian church was illegally wedded to ſtate policy, 
<« that men in power dared to hurl the thunders of the Moſt 
High at thoſe who offended againſt government.” We 
diſapprove of the terms, (though borrowed without credit) 
yet more of the ſentiments couched under thoſe ſonorous 
terms. We take it, both from this ſentence, and from what 
they {aid above, that it is their opinion, that it was not till 


Chriſt came a preacher of the everlaſting goſpel, that men 
were 
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were threatened with puniſhments in another world {or 
crimes committed in this; that this is a doctrine peculiar 
to Chriſt and his apoſtles, and ſo from them has been 

reached up, and handed down, to this day, by thoſe who 
| knew no better. It is certain, Chriſt opened his miniſtry 

y preaching up the doctrine of future rewards and pun- 
iſhments ; but our brethren ſay, © this was not done till 
the Chriſtian church was illegally wedded to ſtate policy.” 
The Chriſtian church was formed by Chriſt : ſhe took her 
name from him, and was ſo far wedded to ſtate policy as 
that he made © kings and queens nurſing fathers and mo- 
thers ;” & made the earth to help the woman.” This mar- 
riage they call illegal, and implicitly charge it upon Chrilt ; 
but they dare not ſpeak it out. It was not till then, they 
ſay, that offences againſt government were threatened with 
future puniſhment. All immoralities are offences againil 
government, againſt God's moral government, and every 
form which he has ordained for men: and all immoralities, 
without repentance, and a believing application to Chriſt, 
have been, ever ſince the Chriſtian cra, threatened with fu- 
ture puniſhments. The truth of the matter is this,—the 
doctrines of their teacher do not correſpond with thoſe of 
Chriſt and his apoſtles ; yet they want to make it out, that 
he 1s a teacher of piety, religion and morality. 

We paſs over all the arguments which they deduce 
from the various denominations which unhappiby divide the 
Chriſtian name, as being futile and inconcluſive; yet can- 
not but obſerve how inconſiſtent they are with themſelves, 
when they ſay, 20th page, that “we ſuppoſe every good 
man, let his involuntary errors be what they may, will be in 
the favour of God.” So they ſuppoſe it conſiſtent, that 
every bad man, be his involuntary errors what they may, 
is and will be in favour with God. But where is the ſenſe 
of talking of good men or bad men, when with them all 
characters are alike ? 

We cannot clofe our remarks, without obſerving, that 
towards the cloſe of their Appeal they addreſs the publick 
under the endearing character of fe{low-citizens, This, we 
ſuppoſe, they adopt as a conciliating term, without mean- 
ing: for an independent ſe!/ow-citizen is an animal we have 
no name for, and involves ſo many contradictions as con- 
founds all ideas. 


We 
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We paſs over to their Aſſociation, 36th page And we 

ö ſuppoſe that we look on it as the impartial publick does 

I a mere farce: for there they ſpeak of an election“ God's 
f: chooſing in every age a ſelect number for himſelf” ; whereas 
they deny all elections: and to this choſen body God re- 
veals © his ſecret, of which all the world beſide are 1gno- 
rant :—and then, in a kind of tranſport, they conceive 
themſelves theſe favourites :—< We the ſubſcribers, greatly 
cc affected with the divine goodneſs in thus diſtinguiſhing 
cc 45, think it our intereſt and bounden duty, to let our 
te lights ſhine before men,” &c.—and we think fo too.— 
= their good works are, like their revelations, a profound 
ecret. 

But they ſay, © it hath pleaſed God to make us ac- 
ce quainted with the voice of the good Shepherd, the Lord 
ce Jeſus Chriſt.” And we aſk, Hath it not pleaſed God to 
make us alſo acquainted with his voice? His word of ſal- 
vation is ſent unto us, as well as unto them. But they ſay, 
We cannot follow a ſtranger, or give attention to thoſe who 
are not acquainted with the Saviour: and yet © they have 
loved ſtrangers, and after them they will go“; while they 
forſake and deſert thoſe, whoſe ſoundneſs of doctrines and 
piety of life have long demonſtrated that they have been 
with Jeſus, forming their ſentiments from his doctrines, and 
their lives from his examples : for, beſides their preſent 
teacher, who 1s a ſtranger in every ſenſe of the word, they have 
in his train a Tyler, who (by report) is a Tory Epiſcopalian— 
a Mrigbt, who is a German Moravian—with an illiterate 
Townſend, Streeter, Parker, a duplicate of Wincheſters, &c. 
&c.—A goodly band indeed! With ſuch ſtrolling mendi- 

cants this town has been infeſted ever ſince this Aſſociation 
F has been formed ; which has kept us in one continual hub- 
| bub, to the obſtructing buſineſs, the corrupting the morals, 
of youth eſpecially, and the total deſtruction of peace and 

| harmony. 
| But they ſay, © We reſolve, by the grace of God, we 
| will avoid, as much as poſſible, vain jangling and unneceſ- 
| ſary diſputation, &c.” and yet the very reverſe has been their 
conſtant practice, eſpecially with thoſe who have the great- 
eſt influence. Such is their rage for proſelyting, that they 
are forever diſputing, and uſing every art of faſcination ; and 
upon thoſe whom they cannot gain to their party by theſe 
means, 
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means, they try the force of intereſt, promiſing thoſe that 
come into town to ſeek employment, that they will put 
them into buſineſs, promiſing them conftant employment, 
if they will go to their meeting; and threatening others, 
who are already in their employ, that they will turn them 
out, unleſs they will be of their party : fo that ſome, who 
have no affection for their ſyitem, attend their meeting 
ſometimes, leſt they and their families ſhould want bread, 
And they ſay, We mutually agree to receive as our min- 
ce jſter, id eſt, as our ſervant, friend and Chriſtian brother, 
« Mr. John Murray, from a full conviction, that the ſame 
« God, who ſent the firſt miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, ſent him.“ 
So we ſay, the ſame God, who ſent the ſpirit of truth into 
the mouths qf his prophets Elijah and Micaiah, whom Ahab 
hated, becauſe they did not ſooth him in his vices, ſent a 
lying ſpirit into the mouth of all his falſe prophets, for his 
rape ng : and we believe the ſame Jeſus, who ſent forth 
is ſeventy diſciples to preach the goſpel of truth, ſent alſo 
a legion of devils into the herd of ſwine, for the puniſhment 
of thoſe who would not receive him and his goſpel : and 
we believe this enemy of peace and righteouſneſs was, by 
the permiſſive providence of God, ſent among us, in ſheep's 
clothing, for our trial, if not for our puniſhment, for abuſ- 
ing the goſpel which has been ſo clearly and faithfully 
preached among us for a century paſt.— And they ſay, 
© we cordially receive him as a meſſenger ſent from God” ; 
and we have no right to diſpute it, fince ſome of the more 
ſanguine among them make no ſcruple to ſay, © that they 
ce believe all that he ſays and does is from the immediate 
te inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt,” and that © he has a com- 
* million to baptize with the Holy Ghoſt.” And this 
aſſociation, they ſay, was ſigned by all the ſociety. But 
that we deny. | 
We cloſe with a ſhort addreſs to the impartial publick. 


FELLOw-CITIZENS, 


You may think yourſelves leſs in danger, from the ſtand- 
ard of impiety being erected in this ſmall peninſula of Cape- 


Ann: but the ill conſequences may be ſooner and more 


ſenſibly felt, by you, than you are aware of. If this Aſſo- 
ciation ſhould be adopted, and this artful deceiver ſupport- 
td by law, we may expect that an hundred fimilar affo- 

ciations 
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ciations will ſoon be formed, and as many muſhroom teachers 
ſpring up from the feculency of vice and lazineſs, to take 
the lead of them, to the diſcouragement of all ſcience and 
erudition, the deſtruction of peace and order, which will 
ſoon precipitate theſe infant. free States into anarchy and 
confuſion. We ſpeak feelingly, from experience. This 
town, once the ſeat of peace and commerce, is now nodding 
on the- brink of ruin, owing chiefly, if not entirely, to this 
Aſſociation, headed by this foreigner, who, through a too 
great indulgence, has acquired the effrontery to claim equal 
privileges with the learned, regular and ordained miniſters 
of this commonwealth : aſſuming their title, he ſues for 
ſupport. If this Aſſociation ſhould be - by law, 
then any one, two or three families may form themſelves 
into the ſame, and claim the ſame privileges. What then 
will become of our colleges, incorporated pariſhes and 
churches ?—All crumbled into parties, and buried in igno- 
rance and ſuperſtition, we ſhall be left, too late, and with 
more reaſon, to weep, with the Roman orator, O tempora ! 
O mores! What can we expect, when a ſyſtem is defended 
and ſupported by law, which deſtroys both the ſolemnity 
and validity of an oath, which are predicated upon the cer- 
tain future puniſhment of perjury? What ſafety, either of 
our perſons or our property, can we expect ? Nay, may we 
not expect frequently to ſee Beadle's tragedy acted over 
again—ſuicide and murders committed from pure benevo- 
lence ? And what will become of our youth ? Their 
natures already viciated—their morals corrupted by this 
wretched ſyſtem of licentiouſneſs—their opening minds 
uncultivated with erudition, and unimpreſſed with virtuous 
principles—they will enter the ſtage, after us, ignorant and 
vicious; and, under the direction of the wild-fire of enthu- 
ſiaſin, will ſoon be ſwallowed up in the vortex of ſuper- 
ſtition. You may fay, this is only the uncertain flights of 
fancy—No, fellow-citizens, no—We feel it, we realize it, 
every day ; and it is the opinion of the moſt judicious and 
feeling hearts among us, that this man, and his pernicious 
doctrines, have been more damage to this town, than the 
late war; {or while this deſtroyed our intereſt, thoſe have 
corrupted our morals in their firſt principles—broke up our 
peace, and deeply ſowed the ſeeds of fell diſcord among us; 


our trade interrupted by a party ſpirit—our churches rent 
by 


on vu 


by diviſions; nothing can be done in town-meeting, but 
through ſtrife and unfair dealings; and the offices of bene- 
volence ceaſe, or are confined to a party: and the contagi- 
ous influence of this ſyſtem has been ſenſibly felt in other 
towns through this and the neighbouring ſtates. 

But we feel moſt ſenſibly for the riſing generation 
Therefore, fellow-citizens, call your children around you, 
fold them in your arms, and aſk your own hearts—Are you 
willing that theſe pieces of yourſelves ſhould be formed into 
ſuch an Aſſociation, and have ſuch a teacher for their guide ? 
Or, in other words, Are you willing that knowledge, vir- 
tue and religion ſhould die in the hands of your children ? 
—And as ye would it ſhould be done to and for you and 
them, ſo do ye for us and ours, Conſider of it—take 


advice—and ſpeak your minds. 


PuBLISHED by @ Number of the Inhabitants of the firſt 
Pariſh in Glocefter —O#ober, 1785. 
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